
AP English: Literature and Composition 

Summer Readings/Assignments 2020-2021 
Dear student,  

I am pleased and excited that you have registered for AP English: Literature and Composition. You have chosen a challenging but 

rewarding path. This is a class for students with intellectual curiosity and a strong work ethic. Enjoy your summer reading! If 

you have questions during the summer break, you may contact me at blhurdle@wsfcs.k12.nc.us and/or hurdle009@gmail.com. 

Looking forward to our year together, 

Mrs. Hurdle 

 

 “The role of a writer is not to say what we can all say, but what we are unable to say.” -- Anais Nin 

 

Introduction  

Your summer assignment is a chance for you to read a variety of texts, explore ideas, and write in 

response to what you are reading and thinking. The assignment has two parts and all work is due the first 

week of school.  

 

I have chosen texts that are available online, but I do encourage you to purchase a copy of the novel 

(see below for title and author). You can order from Amazon (check the used books) or check Edward 

McKay. Research shows that students learn better using a physical text than they do using an online 

text. You are more likely to annotate a physical text as well. I have provided links to all the texts that 

are available online. In many cases, I have included extra links if you are fascinated by what you read and 

are interested in exploring more.  

 

As Voltaire said, “Think for yourself and let others enjoy the privilege of doing so too.”  Enjoy the 

privilege of reading great texts. Enjoy the writing process. In short, have a great summer!  

 

Part I --Seeing 

Text -- The Nerdwriter Analyzes Edward Hopper's "Nighthawks"  

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7j5pUtRcNX4&index=18&list=PLwg4AG1KkgLwP5FuUIiVEy-

ILMD23AN1v) 

 

Evan Puschak has his own YouTube channel (NerdWriter) in which he offers video essays. These essays 

range from art, to film, to politics, to literature. He is thoughtful, well-researched, and has a keen sense 

of timing and audience awareness. In this video essay he analyzes one of the iconic 20th century 

American paintings, “Nighthawks.” Pay attention to not only what he sees, but also notice the 

biographical and historical context he weaves into his analysis. I admire how he uses both images and 

words to teach you about the painting. 

 

Assignment -- Choose a work of art that has meaning to you. It can be a work of literature. It can be a 

painting. It can be a song. It can be any creative endeavor that has some fascinating artistry. I want you 

to analyze that work of art on a similar level to Evan Puschak (the Nerdwriter). If you look at his show 

notes on the YouTube page for the “Nighthawks” video essay, he has done a fair amount of research. I 
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want you to do the same. Find an organized way to explain the artistic merit  

(https://www.brainpickings.org/2012/06/22/what-is-art/) and value of your chosen work of art. Don’t 

just provide a summary of what it is, analyze how it operates and why it is important. Be sure to 

include citations for sources that you use for this assignment. You can choose the format you want to 

use to complete this assignment. Perhaps a video, a slide show, a written essay, etc. Whatever format 

you choose, be sure that it can be shared virtually in order to accommodate any setting we may face this 

fall.  

 

Why it is important -- I want you to use this assignment to enrich your personal language style, 

background knowledge, and vocabulary. For that to happen, your assignment should be so much more 

sophisticated than a summary. It should reveal the complexity (think “layers”) of the work of art. You 

have to articulate not only what it means to you, you should also have a broader appreciation for the 

artist, the cultural and historical context in which it was created, and how the work has transcended 

time and remains relevant.  

 

Part II -- Reading 

Text 1 -- Leo Babauta's Why I Read (+ a Dozen Book Recommendations) 

(https://zenhabits.net/why-read/) 

Assignment -- Write a page or two about your relationship with reading. Share an honest assessment of 

the role that it plays in your life.  Think about how you would conceptualize and categorize reading’s 

impact on you. I value honesty over flattery. If reading is not your thing, say it. If you love it, then let 

me know. I don’t care so much which side you take. More important than what you choose is the truth of 

your reflection. I want to read about why you feel the way that you do. I want to get to know you as a 

reader.  Again, this should be in a format that can be shared virtually (i.e. GoogleDocs or a doc that can 

be emailed). 

 

Why it is important -- This is the first step in me getting to know you as a reader. What’s more 

important than that?  

 

Text 2 – And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini (2013). (ISBN: 9781594631764 Publisher: 

Riverhead Books) https://archive.org/details/AndTheMountainsEchoedKhaledHosseini/mode/2up 

 

 

Assignment – Read And the Mountains Echoed, the third novel by Khaled Hosseini, in which he examines 

how we love, how we take care of one another, and how the choices we make resonate through 

generations. In this tale revolving around not just parents and children but brothers and sisters, cousins 

and caretakers, Hosseini explores the many ways in which families nurture, wound, betray, honor, and 

sacrifice for one another; and how often we are surprised by the actions of those closest to us, at the 

times that matter most. 
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Then create 3 pages of notes about the book in a format that can be shared virtually. How you organize 

those three pages is up to you. I know that this is vague and undefined, but look at it another way. I am 

empowering you to do what you feel is right. You have the freedom to do what you want. You can create 

whatever you want. All I’m asking you to do is create three interesting pages of notes about your reading 

experience. When there are little to no rules, the possibilities are endless. It is up to you to make it 

awesome! (But please: we are looking to enhance our analytical skills, so avoid just summarizing the 

text.) 

 

Why it is important -- A mature thinker chooses and develops his or her own criteria in order to 

evaluate the quality of texts. I respect your ability to make connections to other texts, ideas, cultural 

perspectives, eras, and personal experiences and when you have control over how you do that, you often 

exceed my expectations. So do it. (This should be in a format that can be shared virtually.) 

 

Text 3 -- 10 Iconic American Poems That Deserve Another Read 

(https://www.brainscape.com/blog/2015/06/10-iconic-american-poems/) 

 

Assignment -- Choose two poems from this list and create a page of notes for each. The notes should 

focus on an analysis  (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetry_analysis) of each poem. Look for parts that 

are interrelated. Find the individual aspects of the poem that give it meaning. Here 

(https://emilyspoetryblog.com/life-is-fine-by-langston-hughes/#more-4019) is a good example of a 

complex analysis of a popular poem. A more sophisticated analysis of an Emily Dickenson poem can be 

found here. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55kqNg88JqI) 

 

Why it is important -- Thoughtful readers write to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately by selecting apt and specific evidence, organizing that evidence into 

broader ideas, and conveying the impact of its meaning. (This should be in a format that can be shared 

virtually.) 
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